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Ten days after Harold LaMont Otey went to Nebraska's death row in June 1978, he 
was joined there by Robert Williams of Lincoln. 

On Nov. 16(SEE CORRECTION), more than two months after Otey's execution, 
Williams is scheduled to follow him to the electric chair. 

Williams had been sentenced to death for the murders of two 25-year-old Lincoln 
women. Authorities in Iowa wanted him for the rape and murder of a woman there, while 
authorities in Minnesota wanted him for the rape and attempted murder of a fourth 
woman.  

All the crimes occurred during a weeklong period in August 1977 that Lincoln 
residents remember as a reign of terror. 

Yet his case came to be overshadowed by that of Otey, another convicted murderer 
who on Sept. 2 became the first man executed in Nebraska in 35 years. 

Williams is awaiting a decision from a panel of the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
on a pending appeal. If the federal courts do not stop his execution, his only hope may be 
a stay from the Nebraska Board of Pardons. If Williams applies for a sentence reduction, 
the board would have to temporarily stay the execution to consider his request, Secretary 
of State Allen Beermann said. 

Lincoln attorney Ron Lahners said he could not explain why Williams' case has 
received comparatively less attention than Otey's. Lahners prosecuted Williams while he 
was Lancaster County attorney and later served as U.S. attorney for Nebraska. 

"This guy was a real cold-blooded killer," he said of Williams. 

Assistant Nebraska Attorney General J. Kirk Brown said he remembers Williams' 
crime spree well. 

"Living in Lincoln, I have a much more vivid recollection of Williams' crimes than of 
Otey's," he said. 
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"Once a guy starts leaving a trail of bodies behind him, it gets a little hard to take." 
Catherine Brooks and Patricia McGarry, both 25, were single mothers who shared a 
northeast Lincoln duplex. 

Ms. McGarry was acquainted with Williams. 

According to court documents and newspaper articles, neighbors began searching for 
Ms. Brooks in the late afternoon of Aug. 11, 1977, when her 5-year-old daughter began 
wandering in the neighborhood looking for her mother. 

Police found the bodies of both women in Ms. McGarry's apartment. Ms. Brooks was 
nude and had been sexually assaulted. Ms. McGarry was dressed in her house coat. Both 
had been shot in the head with a .22-caliber gun. 

They apparently had been killed sometime after 10:30 p.m. Aug.  10. 

Police also found Ms. McGarry's 3-year-old son hiding under a bed. He had been in 
the house with the bodies for at least eight hours, a friend said. 

Fingerprints on an empty beer bottle helped police identify Williams as a suspect. He 
had been bailed out of jail on charges that he had kidnapped and sexually assaulted his 
ex-wife earlier on the 10th. 

Another woman who was acquainted with Williams told authorities he had come to 
her house at 9:30 a.m. Aug. 11. Threatening her with a revolver, he raped her repeatedly, 
she said. He later released her voluntarily. 

Later that night, police found Williams' abandoned car in Cherokee County, Iowa. A 
woman who lived nearby reported her car stolen the next morning. That car later was 
found abandoned. A farmer who lived near the second abandoned car reported that 
Williams, on foot, had asked him for directions. 

Wayne Rowe, a Sioux Rapids, Iowa, farmer, arrived home around noon Aug. 12 and 
found his 51-year-old wife, Virginia, dead. She had been raped and shot in the head. 

The Rowe car later was found in St. Paul, Minn. 

About 1:30 p.m. Aug. 13, Williams allegedly kidnapped Walter Behun at gunpoint 
from his yard in a St. Paul suburb and ordered him to drive him to St. Paul. Behun said 
Williams left him bound and gagged in a caboose in a railroad freight yard. 

About 3 p.m., Williams is alleged to have kidnapped a woman returning to her car in 
a St.  Paul parking lot. She said he shot her in the arm and behind her left ear before 
pushing her into the car and driving her to a remote area where, she said, he raped her. 
Although he bound her and left her in the field, she was able to untie herself and get help. 

Williams eventually was arrested in the railroad yards in Lincoln on Aug. 18. He told 
authorities that he had returned to get clean clothes and was going to go to Denver. 

Brown said the primary reason Otey's case garnered more attention in the ensuing 
years is simply through the quirk of fate that put Otey first in line for the electric chair. 

"The notoriety that goes with that doesn't have anything to do with the relative merits 
of the case," Brown said. 
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Linda Jones, a close friend of Ms. McGarry, said she thought the family of Otey's 
victim, as well as the people who believed Otey had been rehabilitated, helped keep 
interest in the Otey case intense. 

"I haven't heard a word about anybody supporting Williams," she said. "He has no 
charisma, no charm. He's a strange man. I found him totally unpleasant the one time I met 
him." She said she met Williams at a Fourth of July party held by Ms.  McGarry shortly 
before her death. 

Brown and Lincoln attorney Vince Powers - who also worked on Otey's case - both 
said the Omaha press seemed more interested in the Otey case because it happened in 
Omaha. 

Powers said Williams' personality also kept the case low-profile. An interview with 
Williams could not be arranged last week. 

"Otey refused to acknowledge his participation in the crime, despite what appeared to 
be overwhelming evidence. He took an active role in the appeals litigation. 

"With Williams, you can't get through a conversation without his expressing his 
remorse, how bad he feels. He says, 'I don't want to be executed, but don't do anything 
that will prolong the agony for the victims' family. ' "It's a completely different attitude." 
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